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and wildlife habitats, beaches, coastal 
wetlands or the economy of the Gulf 
Coast is based on the best available 
science. 

(e) The State Expenditure Plan must 
demonstrate that activities described 
in § 34.201(a) through (g) will be carried 
out in the Gulf Coast Region, as de-
scribed in § 34.203(c). 

(f) No more than 25 percent of fund-
ing under the Spill Impact Component 
is available to a Gulf Coast State under 
this subpart to pay for infrastructure, 
unless the Governor or the Governor’s 
representative on the Council certifies 
that: 

(1) The ecosystem restoration needs 
in the state will be addressed by the ac-
tivities in the proposed plan; and 

(2) Additional investment in infra-
structure is required to mitigate the 
impacts of the Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill to the ecosystem or economy. 

(g) Before being submitted to the 
Council for approval, a State Expendi-
ture Plan must be available for public 
review and comment for a minimum of 
45 days, in a manner calculated to ob-
tain broad-based participation from in-
dividuals, businesses, Indian tribes, and 
non-profit organizations. 

(h) If the Council disapproves a State 
Expenditure Plan, the Council must 
notify the impacted state in writing 
and consult with the state to address 
any identified deficiencies with the 
plan. If the Council fails to approve or 
take action within 60 days after the 
date on which the Council receives the 
plan, the state may obtain expedited 
judicial review within 90 days in a 
United States district court located in 
the state seeking the review. 

(i) The Council must publish guide-
lines explaining when modifications to 
a State Expenditure Plan require the 
Council’s approval. 

§ 34.504 Grant administration—Spill 
Impact Component. 

The Council must publish policies 
and procedures for administration of 
the Spill Impact Component grants 
that are consistent with applicable 
Federal law and policies for grants. 
The Council must also establish and 
implement a program to monitor com-
pliance with its grant agreements. 

§ 34.505 Use of funds—Spill Impact 
Component. 

An activity may be funded in whole 
or in part if the applicable require-
ments of subparts C and F of this part 
are met. 

§ 34.506 Reports—Spill Impact Compo-
nent. 

Recipients must submit reports as 
prescribed by the Council or Treasury. 

§ 34.507 Recordkeeping—Spill Impact 
Component. 

Recipients must maintain records as 
prescribed by the Council and make the 
records available to the Council, and 
Treasury, including the Treasury In-
spector General. 

§ 34.508 Audits—Spill Impact Compo-
nent. 

The Council and Treasury, including 
the Treasury Inspector General, may 
conduct audits and reviews of a recipi-
ent’s accounts and activities relating 
to the Act as any of them deem appro-
priate. 

Subpart G—NOAA RESTORE Act 
Science Program 

§ 34.600 General. 
This subpart describes policies and 

procedures applicable to the NOAA RE-
STORE Act Science Program. The pro-
gram’s purpose is to carry out re-
search, observation, and monitoring to 
support, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the long-term sustainability of 
the ecosystem, fish stocks, fish habi-
tat, and the recreational, commercial, 
and charter fishing industries in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

§ 34.601 Responsibility for administra-
tion—NOAA RESTORE Act Science 
Program. 

NOAA is responsible for establishing 
and administering this program, in 
consultation with the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service. NOAA must 
develop, publish, and apply policies and 
procedures for the NOAA RESTORE 
Act Science Program consistent with 
the Act, this subpart, and Federal law 
and policies for grants. NOAA must 
monitor compliance with its grant 
agreements, cooperative agreements, 
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